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Law may disenfranchise students
Voters would need more
than just CarolinaCard
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

S out h C a r ol i n a’s vot er
identification bill, signed by
Gov. Nikki Haley in May and
aimed at preventing voter fraud,
has already received intense
criticism and official objections
from those who say it purposely
discriminates against the poor,

the uneducated and minorities
— groups that traditionally
vote Democrat.
Much of the focus has been
on how the law, which requires
voters to present valid and
current photo identification at
the polls, may disenfranchise
blacks, who are less likely to
have such identification. But
t he leg islat ion w il l af fect
another minority group that
has been largely overlooked:
college students.

The law, which must receive
“pre-clearance” from the U.S.
Justice Department before
taking effect due to the state’s
history of civil rights violations,
requires voters to show one of
the following IDs: a South
Ca rol i na d r iver’s l icense,
another photo ID issued by
t he Depar t ment of Motor
Vehicles, a passport, a military
photo ID issued by the federal
government or one of the new
South Carolina photo ID voter

Epic vending machine
visits Russell House
Caroline Baity

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students who put $1 into the Coke Happiness Machine received
more than just a cold beverage. A gloved hand gave out prizes
such as cotton candy, Twister games, koozies and T-shirts.

The Grand Marketplace’s Pepsi
fountains fizzed in fear Wednesday
mor n i ng when a new vend i ng
machine came to campus.
Exuberant cries and jovial music
echoed throughout Russell House
as students walked away laughing
with various prizes. No, the carnival
wasn’t in town, but the Coca-Cola
Company was.
The Coke Happiness Machine
arrived in the Grand Market Place
to celebrate a vending and athletic
spon sor sh ip cont r ac t renewa l
between USC and Coke. Details of
the contract were not available late
Wednesday night.
“It’s a seven-year contract and
we are excited to continue to be
i nvolved w it h Ca rol i na a nd
Gamecock athletics,” said Coke
sales representative Regina Pollock
The amusing vending machine

registration cards created by
the law. Student IDs are not
accepted. By Sept. 1, eight states
had enacted voter ID laws.
Three of those states — Texas,
Minnesota and South Carolina
— don’t accept student IDs as
valid state-issued identification.
State Sen. Gerald Malloy
joined t he Sout h Carolina
Democratic Caucus in filing
an objection with the Justice
Department over the law at the

Jones sidewalk
work to finish
this month
Four-month long
project repairs
Main Street drain
Colin Campbell

CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

a nd it ’s Coke pa r t ners a re on
a Southeastern tour, stopping at
u n iver sit ie s a long t he way to
promote the company’s most recent
campaign of Open Happiness.
According to Coke marketing
manager, Jenny Miller, Happiness
Machines have traveled around the
world providing people with cold
Cokes and a few good laughs.
Students lined up around the
corner to put their money in for a
drink and a surprise. In addition to
a Coke of their choice, customers
could receive any t hing f rom a
T-shirt to silly string presented
to them by a black-gloved hand
through the drink slot.
T h i rd-yea r biolog y st udent
Brandon Busby-Shaw jumped in
line at the site of the Happiness
Machine.
“It’s pretty snazzy,” Busby-Shaw
said. “It’s a new twist on marketing
that’s a lot more fun than getting a
flier.”
According to Miller, the Machine

The const r uct ion on
t he Main St reet sidewalk
bordering the west entrance
of the Jones Physical Science
building is set to finish by the
end of the month.
Workers have been involved
in a four-month-long project
to repair an underground
storm drain connecting to
downspouts from the building,
according to Tom Quasney,
associate vice president for
USC Facilities Management.
The storm drain, Quasney
said, appeared to have sunk
over t ime, causi ng t he
downspout to pull away from
it. As a result, water washed
out the soil and collapsed a
portion of the sidewalk.
“We determined t hat it
would be necessary to dig up
the pipe, remove it and replace
it,” Quasney said. “This also
meant closing the sidewalk to
allow for a safe working area.”
All told, the project will cost
USC $249,000 . The money
came from a renovation reserve
fund that students pay $40
into per semester, according to
USC spokeswoman Margaret
Lamb.
Bryan Nichols, a fi rst-year
physical chemistry graduate
student , said he thought the
construction had been going
on for closer to a year.
“I was here last summer
for research and they were
working on it then,” Nichols
said. “So they’re not doing it
very efficiently, if you ask me.”
Quasney said it had been a
complicated job to do while
preserving the greenery on
the site.
“We also were challenged
to work with great care around
the several very large trees to
keep from damaging them,”
he said. “At one area, we
excavated using compressed
air so as to not cut the tree
roots. At another area we
were able to place a liner in
an existing section of pipe
that was not beyond repair,
so that we could avoid major
excavation around the tree.”
The project is currently
wrapping up, Quasney said,
and the sidewalk should be
back to normal soon.
“We have now completed
replacement of all the storm
drain pipe, and are in the
process of rebuilding t he
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USC, British law students debate anonymity
Pair of barristers from
Gray’s Inn win mock trial
Jake FitzGerald

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A pair of British law students squared
off against a pair of USC law students in
a hypothetical appellate court argument
in Columbia Wednesday night.
The moot , or pract ice debate,
featured student barristers Tim Killen
and Erinna Foley-Fisher from London’s
Gray’s Inn and English High Court
Judge Sir Peter Coulson.

Thursday
95°

65°

Friday
70°

56°

In the English legal system, instead
of attending a traditional law school, an
aspiring lawyer must become a member
of and be trained by one of the four
London ends of court, which include
Gray’s Inn.
Every May, law school professor
Martin McWilliams takes around 35
students from USC’s law school to
Gray’s Inn to study for three weeks.
“Gray’s Inn is right at the heart of
the English justice system because all
of the barristers, all of the judges are
members of the Inn,” McWilliams said.
“The hypothetical situation that was

argued surrounded the circumstances
in which the witness in a criminal
case can remain anonymous. In the
United States, it’s a constitutional right
to be able to face witnesses, watch
them testify and cross-examine them.
England operates the same way.
“Under very unusual circumstances,
where perhaps the witness’s life might
be put in danger, it’s possible to let the
witness be anonymous,” McWilliams
said. “And that’s the issue that was
mooted this evening.”
Both sides presented their arguments
LAWYERS ● 3

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Third-year USC law student Josh Thomas
faced English law students Wednesday.

Conundrum

Voters given voice

USC hosts Charlotte

Columbia’s newest
music venue, Conundrum, makes up
for its small size with
diverse lineups.

A new website,
America Elect, allows
input from the general
population on election candidates.

See page 5

See page 4

The Gamecocks
return home to take
on the 49ers after
playing six of their
first seven matches
on the road.
See page 8
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VOTING ● Continued from 1
beginning of the month. He said the law
disproportionately affects young voters.
“ You n g p e o ple f r o m a g e s 18 21 represent 6 percent of the voting
population of South Carolina,” said
Malloy. “But 11 percent of voters without
IDs are 18-21.”
I n a n e -m a i l r e s p o n s e , H a le y
spokesman Rob Godfrey said requiring a
photo ID to vote was as “common sense”
as requiring an ID to buy Sudafed or get
on an airplane.
“Our goal here is to get more people
engaged in the process — including
students — and not less, and to secure
the integrity of our electoral process,”
Godfrey responded.
Malloy said voting is a fundamental
right guaranteed by the Constitution,
while getting on an airplane is merely
a privilege. He added that the state’s
polling places should accept more
forms of photo ID and, like Georgia,
accept IDs that are no longer “valid and
current.” Malloy stated in his objection
that the phrase disenfranchises voters for
arbitrary reasons, such as having their
driver’s licenses revoked.

“The question should be: ‘Is your
picture on that document?’” Malloy said.
Robert Oldendick , a USC political
science professor and the executive
director of the Institute for Public
Service and Policy Research, said the
fact that the law does not accept student
IDs fits into its purpose of countering
voter fraud.
“If all the different colleges and
universities around the state were
responsible for this, the state would have
less control over the actual production
of [photo IDs],” Oldendick said. “They
don’t want to expand the list of places
that can provide official identification, so
they’re going to limit.”
Oldendick says he isn’t aware of any
documented cases of voter fraud in
South Carolina in the 20 years he’s been
in the state, though there have been
some irregularities and challenges.
“It doesn’t seem to be a really big
problem,” Oldendick said. “It’s not a
case where you can go to any election
and say you have this example of massive
voter fraud. Certainly, you can point to
nothing like that.”
Critics see in the law an ulterior motive

of disenfranchising likely Democratic
voters, including the young. They say
tackling the seemingly nonexistent
threat of voter fraud is not worth the
cost of implementing the law, which is
$635,000 for the first year and $100,000
each subsequent year, according to the
South Carolina Election Commission.
College Democrats President Victoria
Black said disenfranchising college
students was definitely a motivation
behind the bill. She said it would make
it extremely hard, if not illegal, for
out-of-state students living in residence
halls to vote in South Carolina because
getting a state-issued photo ID requires
having a permanent in-state residency.
She said out-of-state students cannot
claim residence halls as a permanent
residences.
Black added that out-of-state students
could still fill out absentee ballots to
vote in their home states for non-South
Carolina officials, such as the president,
but that effectively pushes their likely
Democratic votes out of South Carolina.
“Also, that requires a lot of planning
in advance, which is something students
aren’t good at,” Black added.
COKE ● Cont. from 1
is a crowd pleaser and
students were eager to
pa r t ic ipate. St udent s
st a r ted acc u mu lat i ng
before set up was
completed and a large
crowd had gathered by
the time the Happiness
Machine was ready to go.

Oldendick said that South Carolina
students generally vote Republican,
but the percentages of Republican
and Democratic voters in the student
population are much closer than in the
state’s general population, which heavily
leans Republican.
In an email response, USC College
Republicans Chairman Sean Bertran
called the law an essential piece of
legislation.
“As a student organization, USC
College Republicans support the political
participation of our college students
110 percent of the time, regardless of
political affiliation,” Bertran responded.
“However, using a CarolinaCard at the
polls is a bit much. You can’t use your
student ID to drive, you can’t use your
student ID to buy alcohol and you can’t
use your student ID to board a plane,
to name a few. If you can’t use your
CarolinaCard for these minor things,
you shouldn’t be able to use your ID to
participate in the core process of our
Republic.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Second year prepharmac y st udent,
Brienna Vaughn, received
a Twister game set along
w it h her soda. T he
distributing hand even
had Vaughn and a friend
play a rou nd before
letting her leave.
“ I t hou g ht I ’d j u s t

get a T-shirt or frisbee
like most other people,”
Vaughn said. “I didn’t
expect to play Twister
today. It was something
fun to do.”
Coke Company
employees, along with
a small camera located
above t he Mach i ne,
recorded student
reactions, some of which
w ill be uploaded to
YouTube where videos of
the Happiness Machine
from all over the world
can be found.
“We are super excited
to be here,” Miller said.
“The USC students have
been incredible and we
have all had such an good
time. Coke is extremely
glad to continue working
with Carolina and we are
look ing forward to, at
least, another seven good
years.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
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Construction on the Jones Physical Science Center sidewalk should finish by the end of September.

JONES ● Continued from 1
planter walls and replacing the damaged
sidewalk,” he said. “We anticipate the
work being complete by the end of
September.”
Some have complained about the
noise, but students and faculty have
been largely unaffected by the sidewalk
construction.
“I practically live in Jones,” thirdyear psychology student Nora Demchur
said. “The construction’s been kind of
loud and obnoxious, but it hasn’t really
affected me at all other than the noise.”
LAWYERS ● Cont. from 1
t o a p a nel of j ud g e s
consist i ng of Sout h
Carolina Chief Justice
Jean Toal, Justice Coulson
and U.S. District Judge
Joseph Anderson.
USC’s team, consisting
of third-year law students
Josh Thomas and Carmel
Matin, had to prove that
the original ruling by the
court to grant the witness
anonymity was the wrong
choice.
The British team had
the opposing view.
“ B a s i c a l l y, i t ’s a
balancing act between the
right for the defendant
to face his accuser and
for a witness to not be
intimidated by a violent
offender,” Killen said.
After about an hour of

Gwendelyn Geidel, assistant director
of the Environment and Sustainability
Program , works in the second-f loor
E a r t h , O c e a n a nd E nv i r o n me nt
Academics Programs office next to a
w i ndow d i rect ly overlook i ng t he
construction outside.
“There are days it gets pretty noisy,”
Geidel said. “But it benefits the building
overall. I’m glad they’re getting to some
of this deferred maintenance.”
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Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

debate, the panel decided
to side w it h t he team
f rom Gr ay ’s I n n a nd
dismiss the appeal, stating
that the anonymity was
granted correctly.
“I think it’s a wonderful
chance for our students
a nd t he E n g l i s h l aw
students to compare the
different styles of their
countries and get to know
a little bit about how each

of them is trained and
educated,” said law school
dean Robert Wilcox. “So
the reality is that they’re
going to be practicing in a
world where they’re going
to have to k now each
other’s customs and this
is a good opportunity for
that.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/

If you are under the age of 21, it is against the law to buy alcoholic beverages. All South Carolina regulations enforced.
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to garner viewers
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Voter ID law burdens
out-of-state students
Some students may soon want fake IDs
for more than getting into Five Points
bars underage.
South Carolina fake IDs in particular
could become a hot commodity for out-ofstate students wishing to have their votes
counted in the state.
Because if the law attempting to reduce
voter fraud is
“The law
ap prove d , outof-st ate st udent s
intentionally
wou ld probably
makes it
have a harder
more difficult time getting into
a South Carolina
for out-ofvoting booth than
state students a bar.
The South
to vote.”
Carolina Voter ID
Law would force residents to present a
valid South Carolina ID to vote in the
state.
And CarolinaCards don’t count.
Neither does a fake ID, we were just
kidding. But we also don’t support the
stipulations of the bill.
Eit her out-of-state st udents will be
forced to cast absentee ballots for their
home states or they will have to obtain a
South Carolina driver’s license or a U.S.
passport, which costs $135 and can take
more than a month to process.
St ude nt s mu s t a l s o h ave a S out h
Carolina permanent residence. In other
words, they can’t live on campus. These
hassles would be eliminated if the law
simply allowed USC students to present
their CarolinaCards as a valid ID.
The law intentionally makes it more
difficult for out-of-state students to vote
in local and national elections — state
Republicans know college students tend
to vote more liberally than the rest of the
state. The more northern, liberal votes
they can exclude from South Carolina
tallies, the better off they are in their
seats.
Of the eight states, including South
Carolina, that have this law, five of them
allow student IDs. All we’re asking is for
South Carolina to do so as well.

4

Online system beneficial to election
American Elect gives
voice to public opinion
Americans often refer to our system
of government as a democracy, but
this is false at the national level.
The Founding Fathers crafted the
presidential election process to protect
from the inf luence of the common
man, leaving the ultimate choice in the
hands of an elite minority who could be
trusted with the power.
That tradition continues today.
The power to decide who you get
to vote for president is in the hands
of p a r t y m a c h i ne s ,
corporations and media
conglomerations. The
recent Republ ica n
debates prove that much;
R o m n e y a n d Pe r r y
receive all the attention,
while candidates with
Scott Horn s i g n i f ic a nt p o p u l a r
Third-year
back ing like Paul or
political science
student
Huntsman are largely
marginalized.
It’s time Americans take over the
process.
During this past year, the Arab
spring demonstrated the power popular
frustration can have and how incredible
social networking can be for mass
organization. We can renew that spirit
of popular revolution here in America;
indeed, we must. That’s the only way
things will ever change.
Is this a pipe dream? Perhaps. The
forces controlling American politics
today have spent decades entrenching
themselves with money and influence.
We, however, have numbers on our
side. All we need is the will and the
tools to make a difference. It’s worth
fighting for.
We need a 21st century solution

to fix the problem, and it will take
21st century means to do it. In July
2011, nearly 17.5 million financial
t ransact ions took place over t he
Internet every single day. If the Internet
is secure enough for world trade, surely
it is secure enough for voting purposes.
A merica ns Elect wa nt s to
test t h is t heor y by hold i ng t he
f irst I nternet-based president ial
nominating convention. Americans
Elect, according to americanselect.
org, “is the first online presidential
nomination that is independent of the
major parties.” In June 2012, registered
voters will cast their ballots online for a
presidential nominee who shares their
views, wants to end the demagoguery in
Washington and will work with leaders
from across the political spectrum to
make politics work again. As USC’s
campus leader for Americans Elect, I
urge you participate in this innovative
voting system.
A mer ica ns Elect is seek i ng
Americans from every state of all races,
ages and political viewpoints to be a
delegate in the convention. Being a
delegate is simple; tell us what issues
are important to you and what you
think the solutions are. After that, vote
for whomever you think will do the
best job. You can still vote in your local
primaries.
Our age group is the one most
desired by advertising agencies, yet
both political parties routinely ignore
us. Again, the most recent Republican
d e b at e d e m o n s t r at e s t h i s : t h e
candidates were completely concerned
with ensuring senior citizens’ votes
and were willing to toss our future
financial security under the wagon to
do it. We have more at stake here than
anyone else. Our futures are what these
politicians are mortgaging away to win
votes in the present.

R e p o r t s o n t h e We at h e r
Channel are covering much more
than just the current weather —
they are now placing a strong
emphasis on drastic possibilities
that could happen.
After catastrophes
l i ke Hu r r ica ne
K at r i n a , it ’s
realistic for
weat her st at ions
to broadcast
p r e d ic t io n s a nd
Matthew
warnings, but
Brewer
Third-year
nowadays they’re
chemistry
broadcasting fear
student
instead of facts.
Recent ly, Hurricane I rene
moved along the East Coast and
wreaked havoc for millions in
the New York area. This was
a st rong ex a mple where t he
weat her stat ion’s persistence
in getting warnings out to the
public was beneficial.
H o w e v e r , t h e We a t h e r
C h a n nel of t e n e x a g g e r at e s
pred ic t ion s when rea l it y i s
t y pica l ly much d if ferent.
Weat her pat ter ns a re l i ke a
constant game of roulette; the
outcomes are always impossible
to pred ic t w it h 10 0 percent
ac c u r ac y. But t he We at her
Channel seems as if it is trying
to compete with nightly sitcoms
a nd d ay t i me t a l k s how s b y
hy pi ng up t he nex t weat her
dist urbance in an attempt to
gain viewership.
In the future, if the Weather
Channel predicts drastic and
dire situations for the public and
it doesn’t pan out or live up to its
word, the public will start to lose
respect for it. As a consequence
of many disappointments and
inaccurate predictions, people
will begin to disregard local and
national weather predictions.
T h e We a t h e r C h a n n e l
s ho u ld a l w a y s t r y t o of f e r
t he most k nowledgeable and
appropriate news reports without
incorporat ing fear and scare
tactics into its predictions.

Future should not reflect past in presidential campaigns
College students must be educated
about candidates and their polices
The Howard Stern Show had an infamous interview
of voters in Harlem before the 2008 election between
John McCain and Barack Obama. Stern was on a
mission to see if black voters were voting for Obama
simply because he was black. He sent out members of
his team to ask voters on the streets if they supported
Obama, only to replace all of Obama’s policies with
McCain’s.
The interviewer asked, “Now how about him being
pro-life, do you support Obama in that case?” The
person answered, “Yeah. I do, I support him in that
case.” The interviewer continued, “And if he wins,
would you have any problem with Sarah Palin being
Vice President?” “No, not at all,” the man responded.
It was an embarrassing lesson for some and an eye
opening experiment for America. The truth was,
loads of Americans were uninformed when it came
to the issues and were treating the whole ordeal like a

high school popularity contest rather than a national
election.
Unfortunately, many Americans have not learned
their lesson. With Obama’s approval rating hovering
at an unimpressive 43%, an all-time
low, the people that voted for him in
2008 are now realizing that his policies
may not have coincided with their own
opinions as much as they originally
thought. A Bloomberg poll showed that
51 percent of Americans don’t believe
that the president’s $447 billion jobs
Chelsey
Seidel
package will lower the nation’s 9.1
Fourth-year
percent unemployment rate.
print journalism
Fou r ye a r s l at er, we h ave t he
student
opportunity to change fellow Americans’
impressions of ourselves as voters. We have the chance
to distinguish ourselves from the uniformed masses
and change the stereotype that has plagued many of
us ever since the last election. As college students, we
strive to learn something new every day and informing
ourselves about all of the political candidates and their

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld be subm it ted v ia e-ma i l
to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
In Wednesday’s paper, the article “Requests exceed ticket supply” wrongly
stated the number of student tickets available due to incorrect numbers
provided by Student Ticketing. There are 11,188 student tickets for each
home game; 9,100 have been awarded already for Saturday’s game.

policies should be a high priority.
Even with so many resources and opportunities
at our fingertips, the majority of young Americans
continue to remain uninformed and complacent. We
may be knowledgeable enough to know that Obama
would never pick Palin as his VP, but beyond the
basics, there seems to be a detachment from the issues.
With the election a year away, now is the perfect
time to get involved. The College Democrats and
USC College Republicans both hold regular meetings
with speakers who can help explain the main issues and
spawn healthy debate.
This next election is going to be historical and lifechanging for every American. It’s ignorant to think
that the next four years will not affect everyone on
a personal level at some point. Take the time to read
the news, talk with friends, or join a group on campus.
College students have great potential to influence
others and swing the vote. Being an informed and
responsible voter will prevent repeats of Stern’s
interview and hopefully improve the impression that
many politicians have of American youth.

About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Small venue, big sound
Conundrum hosts
diverse listing of
artists, genres
Sydney Patterson

Courtesy of avclub.com

SPATTERSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Stretching only 20 feet
across and an estimated 50
feet back from the entrance,
Conundrum Music Hall,
Columbia’s newest concert
venue, is a tiny place.
It sits in a larger, empty
plot of land that harkens
b ac k t o t he bu i ld i n g ’s
h i s t or y a s a l a nd s c ap e
nursery, though owner Tom
Law and his wife renovated
a nd restored t he ent ire
building before opening it
to the public in June. The
front is blacked out with
heavy curtains, but a side
porch area, decorated with
rope lights, buzzes with
the conversation of a few
patrons relaxing in lawn
chairs.
In a different setup from
most venues, the door opens
beside the stage, so upon
first entrance the lights and
audience are both in clear
view.
The inside of
Conundrum is perfectly
simple. The stage sits a mere
8 inches off the ground and
t he one line of light ing
traverses the ceiling above
it. Three of the walls are
gray-painted cinder block
featuring garnet, black and
yellow acoustic paneling,
and t he fourt h is an
authentic-feeling exposed
brick.
A small sound table on
a platform resides in the
back and foldable chairs
are scattered around the
room. The concrete floors
are extremely clean, and
equipment for the other
acts lines the walls. The

(Left to right): Q-Tip, Phife Dawg and Ali
Shaheed Muhammad are in the documentary.

Nickelodeon hosts
‘Beats’ talkback
Sherard Duvall, Preach
Jacobs, Patrick Wall offer
insight on music scene
Mikelle Street

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Conundrum Music Hall in West Columbia boasts acts like Dead in the Dirt and S.C. Philharmonic.
focus here is clearly on the p r o mo t e r s t o b r i n g i n and I was wondering what
music and the connection shows, so we can maintain he would play,” Tague said.
between the audience and a diverse audience. So we’re “He got a wood block and
the artist.
getting all types of indie played it with a bow. I just
But, if everything goes pop, metal and punk too.”
wanted to get out my yoga
how Law plans. the artist
In the few months since mat and start meditating. It
will be the toughest part of its opening in June 2011, was really cool.”
the equation to pin down.
Ta g u e ’s h u s b a n d ,
Conundrum Music Hall
“ T h i s i s w h e r e I has had performers varying Tr o y Ta g u e , s a i d t h e
came up w it h t he name as w idely as to i nclude Philharmonic show was
‘Conundrum!’,” Law said. experimental percussionist one of t he venue’s most
“There’s no easy way to Greg St uar t , hard-core successessful as far as crowd
describe what we bring. As ba nd Dead i n t he Di r t size.
bigSphinx Productions, I and t he Sout h Carolina
“That was the biggest
tend to bring avant-garde P h i l h a r m o n i c s t r i n g show we had. It was packed,
rock /jazz/classical music, quartet.
and that was really exciting,”
but I’ve also brought the
Vo l u nt e e r b a r t e n d e r Troy Tague said. “You’ll
[ M a h a r a j a h F l a m e n c o Jennifer Tag ue said she never k now what you’ll
Trio ], and some singer/ enjoyed Stuart’s relaxing hear. It’s always something
s o n g w r i t e r s . A n d I ’m music.
“We had a guy come in,
encouraging other
CONUNDRUM ● 6

‘Contagion’ preys on public paranoia
Thriller copies ‘Volcano,’ ‘2012’
disaster plots to draw in viewers
Neal Hughes

NHUGHES@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Contagion”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Steven Soderbergh
Starring: Matt Damon, Kate
Winslet, Jude Law
Rating: PG-13 for disturbing
content, some language
“Contagion” could be summarized
as a 105-minute commercial for Purell.
Complete with enough paranoia to
make even Joseph McCarthy look
reasonable, “Contagion” will provoke
viewers to take a Lysol shower and start
main-lining Emergen-C.
Director Steven Soderbergh
(“Ocean Eleven” (2001)) has a knack
for ma k i ng a l most a ny plot l i ne
st ylish, and somehow manages to
make “Contagion” seem much more

interesting than it ever should be
with dizzying cuts and a booming
soundtrack.
In fact, some scenes are just loud
techno music being blasted while the
audience watches (but doesn’t hear)
people talk, which really is the only
way to handle the poor writing in the
film.
Soderbergh doesn’t deserve all the
credit, some of it should go to the
head of casting, Carmen Cuba, who
assembled more stars than the National
Democratic Convention . Combine
both these efforts and the result is
an above-average carbon copy of
“Outbreak” (1995).
What “Contagion” demonstrates is
that audiences cannot get enough of
disaster films. Strip away the glitz and
the faux social consciousness; we are
left with a film that can be grouped
with “Volcano” (1997 ) and “2012”
(2009).
And like nearly all other worst-case
scenario films, “Contagion” follows
a very predictable plot arc. It begins
(shockingly) with someone coughing —
the onset of the virus. Then suddenly
the film cuts to multiple people getting
sick all over the world and almost
immediately dying. And, predictably,

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Marion Cotillard (center) plays Dr. Leonora Orantes in the sci-fi thriller “Contagion.”

pandemonium ensues.
T here i s ver y l it t le p oi nt t o
describing each of the characters
because no character gets more than
20 minutes of screen time (there are
at least 10 plotlines). Instead, everyone
is weaved in, showing the progression
of the virus as it begins to affect (kill)
more people.
While the quick pacing helps to
keep the film interesting, the lack
of character development gives the
viewer a certain detachment, causing
them to watch without any emotional
investment.
“Contagion” does do a good job
of covering all the groups of people
(general public, bloggers, CDC/
government) who would be affected
by the virus, and giving each a face.
However, since so little time is taken to
develop those people representing each
group, the film feels more like a news
report than a story.
With so many stars, “Contagion”
was bound to have some impressive
performances, yet the only one that
stands out is Laurence Fishburne’s
portrayal of Dr. Ellis Cheever of the
CDC . Fishburne manages to bring a
sense of humanity to his role in a film
that feels fairly devoid of anything
resembling emotion.
W hile Fishburne shines, Mat t
Damon (who plays everyday civilian
Mitch Emhoff ) seems to be channeling
Jason Bou r ne i n t he emot ive
department, putting on a performance
that makes Ben Stein seem histrionic.
Granted, he does f inally redeem
himself in the end with the film’s most
(and only) touching scene, but the
audience did just see his life get torn
apart by the virus. A little more passion
wouldn’t have hurt.
“Contagion” is fluff entertainment,
there to feast on viewers’ deepest fears
and give them an elevated heart-beat
for an hour and a half. It commits no
egregious cinematic crimes, but still
does nothing spectacular. If only the
film was as extraordinary as the disease
it portrays.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Nickelodeon Theatre hosted a talkback
session af ter Tuesday n ight’s 5:30
screening of “Beats, Rhymes & Life: The
Travels of A Tribe Called Quest.”
“Hip-hop was born out of competition,”
Sherard “Shekeese” Duvall said, starting
t he t a l kback session. “H ip -hop is
supposed to be brash, it’s supposed to be
competitive. ‘Our’ hip hop started as your
crew versus my crew.”
It was that sentiment that seemed to
drive the conversation, not only in content
but in structure.
The film documents the dissipation
of the hip-hop group through use of
interviews and on the road footage as well
as footage culled from music videos.
While it seemed clear to some that
director Michael Rapaport wanted to
present the film in an objective manner,
Duvall disagreed.
“I really feel like they played Q-Tip
to the left in the film,” he said. “I feel
like Phife [Dawg] used his condition as a
crutch. Coming from being in a group, I
know how people can do that.”
W h i le Preach Jacobs of Sou nds
Familiar Records was hesitant to make
as definitive a statement, he did voice his
opinion as well.
“We don’t know all that was happening
in the group, but I do know that ‘Tip is
the [leader] of the group,” Jacobs said.
For a majority of the talkback, Duvall
and Jacobs mirrored the back and forth of
Q-Tip and Phife’s relationship on screen,
each v ying for
t heir poi nt s
For The Mix’s full
to be heard
review of “Beats,
and respected,
Rhymes & Life: The a n d y e t e a c h
Travels of A Tribe
saying very
slight variations
Called Quest,”
of t he same
check Monday’s
issue or visit www. t h i n g . T h e y
themselves
dailygamecock.
seemed to
com/mix
engage in a bit of
the “highlander
mentality” of “there can be only one” that
they accused the industry of harboring.
If Duvall and Jacobs played Q-Tip and
Phife, then Patrick Wall, Free Times
music editor, played Jarobi White by
way of his silence, until the conversation
moved from the actual documentary, to
hip-hop in general and then the music
industry in Columbia more specifically.
After explaining the impact that Quest
had on the genre, inspiring artists like
Erykah Badu , Kanye West , Common ,
Talib Kweli and Pharrell Williams —
some of whom make appearances in the
film — the panel discussed the similarities
of hip-hop to other genres.
“Hip-hop is so like punk, because it’s
like, ‘This is me. What?’” Duvall said,
with his statement then echoed by both
Jacobs and Wall.
After briefly discussing the 20-year
swing where artists find themselves
influenced by the music of their parents
and in turn create music for the next
generation, the discussion moved to the
Columbia music scene.
Jacobs and Duvall stated that venues
won’t book local hip-hop acts, and Wall
agreed.
“They know it’s a hit; they know people
want it, but they won’t give [it] the respect
it deserves,” Duvall said.
Wall said the problem ran deeper than
that, enumerating only three types of
styles that are accepted in the Columbia
music scene for bookers. He then cut to
the quick of the issue.
“Columbia wants to have its cake and
eat it too,” he said, explaining that, while
desiring the cosmopolitan feel of a big
city, Columbia wants to retain its small
town vibe.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

6

Thursday, September 15, 2011

CONUNDRUM ● Continued from 5
different; basically unrestricted freedom
of expression.”
Though the venue’s size could be seen
as somewhat of a hindrance — a sign on
the wall declares 99 people as its legal
capacity — the modest space is one of
its most agreed-upon strengths. Guest
sound technician and local solo artist
Paul Brazell saw the venue for the first

time Tuesday night, when Scene SC put
on a show including two Florida-native
singer/songwriters, Lauris Vidal and
Matt Butcher, and two local bands,
Rejectioneers and Future Wives.
“It’s really down-to-earth here. I’ve
played at bigger places and this is much
more intimate,” Brazell said. “It’s a nice
atmosphere to be in, and it’s even better
when you’re surrounded by down-toearth people and musicians.”

Live it.

September Success
Series 2011

WANT TO WIN A FREE T-SHIRT?

Scene SC founder David Stringer,
who organized Tuesday’s show, also
enjoyed Conundrum’s atmosphere.
“It’s def initely more laid-back,”
Stringer said. “You can bring your
own sound guy, and they’re really good
about supporting the bands. Since they
have volunteers, it’s not as corporate as
other venues and more goes back to the
bands.”
Those volunteers include the Tagues,
who have known Law for 15 years and
are helping him run the venue out of
their own good will. Jennifer Tague
works in the separated back room of
the venue, serving up wine, beer and
sodas and a varying collection of snacks
from the bar, with tips being her only
compensation. Troy Tague mans the
door, tak ing up cover charges and
checking IDs. Their commitment is
a testament to Conundrum’s friendly
charm, and their enthusiasm is one of
the more pleasant facets of the venue.
Since the venue is located less than a
mile away from Columbia music scene
heavyweight New Brookland Tavern ,
there’s been plenty of speculation on

whether or not Conundrum will be
successful, especially in getting larger
and more well-known bands to play
there.
“Conundrum’s legal capacity is 99
people, so I really can’t get too big,”
Law said. “I was really pleased to have
Secret Chiefs 3 agree to come play next
week. I’ve seen them at The Bowery in
New York City as well as The Great
American Music Hall in San Francisco.
Both of those venues are at least five
times bigger than Conundrum, and
they were packed.”
Jessica Carroll, who was supporting
her brot her, Ch r is, a nd h is ba nd
Rejec t ioneers, was hopef u l for
Conundrum’s future hosting larger
bands.
“It doesn’t matter how big or small
the venue is, as long as there’s a good
crowd and it’s a fun time, the bands will
come, because really, they just want to
enjoy their own show,” Carroll said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Participate in 3 or more of the eligible September Success Series events
and you could win a free t-shirt!
The September Success Series is a comprehensive program designed to
help students prepare for a successful professional job search.
Some events include:
t&NQMPZFSMFEFWFOUT 4$'FEFSBM$SFEJU6OJPO 'BTU&OUFSQSJTFT $*" 
(&*$0 5-7 $POTPMJEBUFE(SBQIJDT
t$BSFFS$FOUFS8PSLTIPQT
t+PCGBJST

www.sc.edu/career/Events/SeptemberSuccess

CHANTECAILLE
FRESH

VISIT US ON
FACEBOOK

STILA
GUINOT

NARS

MOLTON BROWN

UofSCCareers

TARTE
ART OF SHAVING

FOLLOW US
@SHOPPOUT

MARIO BADESCU
FREDERIC FEKKAI

NATURA BISSE
LAUNDRESS

FOLLOW US ON

@thegamecock
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MISC

3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729

Tired of parking fines & meters?
Reserved parking avail.@ Pickens
& Blossom 799-3452

EMPLOYMENT

LINE AD RATES

Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO

Groucho’s Deli
Hiring Kitchen Staff. Must work
Lunchtime. Apply in person. 611
Harden Street @ Groucho’s Deli.

Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

Afternoon Childcare needed
Wanted: Responsible college
student that can pick up
kindergarten child every week
day at 3:00 and babysit until 5 or
6. Good drivers record required.
Email lilydawgc@aol.com

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS

ROSEWOOD/USC 2BR/2BA Avail
now. AC/DW/Hrdwd/Lndry. Water
included. Call 310-770-1637
Optical Sales
PT Optical Sales/Clerical
position available in high fashion
optical boutique for responsible,
dependable, fashion conscious,
honest individual. Optical, sales &
insurance coding/filing experience
a plus. Office hours 9:00 to 5:30
Monday - Friday, Saturdays
9 - 5:00. Must be available most
Saturdays. Please send resume,
references, available hours and
compensation requirements.
Email eyes.r.us@hotmail.com

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
TODAY

TODAY

RIAN ADKINSON W/ SEAN WATERMAN
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $5
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
THE EMERGENCY ROOM, DAVE
HAUSE, YE MIGHTY!
8 p.m., $10 in advance / $12 day
of show
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

TOMORROW
ALL-NEW BADGES, JUST SAYING, DEATH IS
DIALOGUE
8:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

HOROSCOPES

09/15/11

Aries
Venus enters Libra for the
next 225 days. In general,
love, beauty and art will
flower.

Taurus

The f i ner t h i ngs i n
life call to you, but you
should resist spending
i mpu lsively. Create a
plan to attain your desire
permanently.

Gemini

You may want to talk
about beaut y and
romance, but consider
your words carefully. Be
respectful as you stand up
for a passionate cause.

Cancer

Words of justice stir you
to action. Some chaos at
work and on the roads
makes staying close to
home a good idea.

Leo

T h e r e ’s a t e s t o r a
cha l lenge a head. Tr y
doing something you’ve
never done before,

i f t h e a n s w e r ’s n o t
obvious. Don’t try to pay
everyone’s way.

Virgo

F i nd a w a y t o m a k e
your personal anxieties
productive. Use nervous
energy to get the dishes
washed. There’s always
something to learn.

Libra

You may want to w in
ever y argument today,
but choose your battles
well and save energy for
those worth fighting. It’s
a balancing act, especially
where love is concerned.

Scorpio

Yo u c a n’t b e i n t wo
places at the same time,
n o m at t e r h o w h a r d
you t r y. T he c lo s e s t
approximation is to teach
someone the job you love
less, and hand it over to
them.

Sagittarius

You’re ver y att ract ive
now (in spite of yourself).
Focus on a passion. You

appreciate loveliness.
Wr it e s ome p o e t r y,
especially if you don’t
know how.

Capricorn

Use creative energy to
make your home work
for you. Small changes
in decoration go a long
way for your self-esteem.
A new low-energy light
bulb saves money, which
adds up quickly.

Aquarius

Focus on fine-tuning
your place for the next
couple of days. Make
s u re you r ne st is i n
order and that you’re
comfortable with where
e ver y t h i n g i s . T h i s
provides peace.

Pisces

Get in communication
w it h t he people t hat
need to hear from you
( you k now who t hey
are). They’ll be glad,
and you benefit from the
conversation. It lightens
your spirit.

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

9/15/11

1 2 3 4

for 09/14/11

ACROSS
1 The NFL’s Montana
and Favre, e.g.
4 __-wip: “real
cream” brand
9 Rap’s __ Rhymes
14 Sufﬁx with script
15 Apply, as pressure
16 Not cool, man
17 Marksman’s skill
18 *Duplicator in an
ofﬁce
20 Former boxer Ali
22 Musician’s gift
23 Makes a decision
24 *Great Chicago
Fire scapegoat
28 Apt. complex unit
29 Ohio rubber city
32 Canonized Fr.
women
35 Grand Coulee,
for one
37 Thief-turnedsleuth
Lupin
38 Nonpro sports org.
39 *Classic
chocolate treat
41 “Proud Mary” pop
gp.
42 Throbs
44 Watchdog’s
warning
45 Prog. listing
46 Spot on TV
47 Aptly named fruit
49 *Take a path of
least resistance
56 Narrow cut
58 Filmdom’s Farrow
59 Short vodka order
60 Seller’s assurance
of payment, and a
hint to what the last
words of the answers
to starred clues can
have in common
64 Sewing kit item
65 Starts the pot
66 Army base near
Petersburg, Va.
67 12/24 or 12/31
68 Iraq’s main port
69 Ritual celebrating
the Jews’ liberation
from Egyptian slavery
70 __ Moines

DOWN
1 Uneasy feeling
2 Prickly bush
3 18-wheelers
4 Automaker’s bane
5 Lead-in for
skeleton
6 Bank statement
abbr.
7 Laundry
appliance
8 “Be that as __ ...”
9 Tampa Bay
athlete, brieﬂy
10 Opens, as a
gate
11 Marine salvage
crew’s job
12 Glass darkener
13 Big galoots
19 Latin art
21 Throws softly
25 Old Norse works
26 Biochemist’s gel
27 Singer Vikki
30 “... __ and for
all!”
31 Bookish type
32 ’90s-’00s NFL
Pro Bowler
Warren
33 Bull: Pref.

Solutions from 9/14/11

34 Speakers at
memorial
services
36 Chow mein
additive
37 “I can’t believe
this!”
39 “Feed me,” in
Siamese?
40 Champagne
word
43 Cover completely
45 Prepare, as ﬂour
48 Red Sox pitcher
Jon

50 Brat
51 Little ﬁghts
52 Bret who wrote
gold rush stories
53 Ran with ease
54 Fruit yielding oil
55 Some cellar
contents
56 Union underminer
57 Head-turning
Turner
61 Mex. neighbor
62 Trite
63 Originally called
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USC travels
to Winthrop
Cross country hopes
to build on strong start
Chris Stanley

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior defender Ellen Fahey was named to the “Our Game Magazine” Players to Watch List after last weekend’s Carolina Cup.

Carolina set to host Charlotte
Women’s soccer returns
home to face 49ers
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The wait’s been long, but after one
month of play, South Carolina is set for
its first full weekend at Stone Stadium.
Fresh off a fifth straight Carolina
Cup title at Clemson last week, the
Gamecocks will look to close out their
nonconference schedule on a high note
against Charlotte tonight and Wake
Forest on Sunday.
Traveling for six of its first seven
matches has been no picnic for USC,
but coach Shelley Smith believes the
challenge will pay dividends as the
season goes along.
“ T he f ac t t h at we’ve b een on
the road is wearing, and the players
have handled that very well,” Smith
said. “It makes you that much more
appreciative when you’re in front of your
home fans. The players connected and
played tremendously [at home] against
Northeastern, and hopefully they’ll
continue to do that in these next two
games.”
Playing on Thursday rather than
Friday is an unusual occurrence for the
Gamecocks. Despite being without a
normal practice day, however, Smith
doesn’t expect the odd week to throw
the team off.
“I think we’ll be ready and excited to
play, and the positive that comes from
it is that we’ll have an extra day of rest

before we play again Sunday,” Smith
said. “We’re looking forward to having
that break and getting a chance to play
on a Thursday-Sunday rotation this
time.”
The jury remains out on whether
freshman keeper Sabrina D’Angelo will
be available after suffering an ankle
injury last Friday against Clemson. The
freshman was held out of Sunday’s match
with UNC Wilmington, but Smith
doesn’t believe the injury is serious.
“She’s been working her way back,”
Smith said. “She wasn’t full-go [on
Sunday], but she was out there and
moving. We just want to make sure
we’re putting her in again when she’s
ready and not putting her at risk of
injuring it further.”
Darien Vercillo will be called upon if
D’Angelo is unavailable. The redshirt
sophomore has seen playing time in
five matches this season, posting a
0.5 goals against average and a .833
save percentage as well as a shutout in
Sunday’s win over the Seahawks.
“Having Darien as someone you can
rely on is a huge help to this team, and
that’s what you hope for at any position,”
Smith said. “It’s such an important
position. You win and lose games on
that person. Darien’s done a good job
this year to fill that role when Sabrina’s
not in the game.”
A s t r o n g p er f or m a nc e i n l a s t
weekend’s matchups brought national
recognition for senior Ellen Fahey. After
anchoring USC’s defense in back-toback shutouts, Fahey was named to the
Our Game Magazine Players to Watch
List, marking the first national team

of the week selection of her collegiate
career.
“She’s been our most rugged player,
even fighting off injuries last year,”
Smith said. “At the end of the season,
she had a splint on both feet, crutches
and a splint on her arm, and she still
went out and played the last NCA A
game. That shows the kind of character
she has.
“She’s going to fight until the last
second, and you need that on your
backline because when it comes down
to throwing yourself in front of a shot
or winning that tackle, we can count on
Ellen to do that.”
Fahey was also among several players
that received attention on campus this
week. The women’s soccer team and
its SEC title in 2009 was the topic of
William Coxe’s University 101 class
on Wednesday, and 10 Gamecocks
stopped by to meet students and answer
questions. The group also included
senior Kayla Grimsley, who said the visit
meant a lot to her and her teammates.
“It’s an honor, having people like Mr.
Coxe who support our team so much
and his class knowing a lot about us
also,” Grimsley said. “We came here
to get this team and this school on the
map, and I think we’ve done so. To see
the little impacts we’ve been making on
a little U-101 class that’s full of freshmen
who already know about us is something
we take pride in and really enjoy seeing.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

The 2011 season got off to a great
start for Sout h Carolina’s cross
country team.
The Gamecocks protected their
home turf, sealing an impressive
victory at the Gamecock Invitational
last week.
“The team did much better than
I expected,” coach Stan Rosenthal
said. “Our front pack stood together
and our back pack stood together,
and overall, I was very happy with the
results.”
T he G a me c o c k s pl ac e d f ou r
runners in the top five and nine in
the top 15. Sophomore Penny Boswell
led the team with a second place
finish, followed by sophomore Scola
Jepngetich, senior Nicole Rheinlander
and sophomore Liz Locke.
“It was great,” Rosenthal said. “Even
though it was hotter than usual, this
was a really good start to the season.”
USC k icked of f t he season as
a yout h f u l g roup, b o a s t i ng 21
underclassmen and only five seniors.
According to Rosenthal, however, the
small group of seniors make a much
bigger impact on the team than any
other ordinary runners would.
“Even though there are only five
of them on the team, they make up a
much larger percentage of our varsity,”
he said. “They set a good example for
the younger runners and add as vocal
leaders.”
Five of USC’s top nine finishers
in the Gamecock Invitational were
underclassman, a statistic that didn’t
surpriase Rosenthal.
“Before the season started, I knew
we had talent in our younger runners,”
Rosenthal said. “Freshmen have come
in, stepped up and improved this
team.”
Next on the schedule for USC is
the Winthrop Invitational on Sept.
17. The team will be running against
many of the same teams they faced last
week, and Rosenthal expects his group
to be the favorite.
“Based on last year’s numbers, I
expect us to be the best team by a
bunch,” Rosenthal said. “It will be a
good stepping stone for us going into
our next meet at Minnesota.”
As for goals for the rest of the season,
Rosenthal said his team is focused on
gaining ground in the SEC.
“Last year we placed tenth, which
w a s ob v io u s l y d i s ap p o i nt i n g,”
Rosenthal said. “I hope that this year
we can place in the top half of the
conference.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Men’s soccer prepares for Gamecock Classic
Gamecocks look to turn tide
against Brown, High Point
Isabelle Khurshudyan
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For the Gamecocks, the worst is behind them, and
according to coach Mark Berson, it hasn’t been as bad
as the record might indicate.
South Carolina (1-3-1) enters this weekend’s
Gamecock Classic after playing three of the toughest
opponents of the season, which has better equipped the
team for facing Brown and High Point on Friday and
Sunday, respectively.
“In our last three games – Charlotte, Dartmouth
and Bradley – we played our top three opponents of the
year,” Berson said. “We came out of that stretch 1-1-1,
with two of the three games on the road, and we got
better each game. I’m very pleased with the progress
of the team and very, very pleased with the way we’ve
moved forward with each game. We would’ve liked to
have come out of [the weekend] with two wins, but at
this point, I think the improvement is very significant.”
The Gamecocks opened the season ranked No.
15 in the country after advancing to the Sweet 16 in
2010, but a young squad packed with freshmen and
sophomores struggled early on with playing as a unit.
Against Bradley, Berson saw the team play its best
all-around game in the 2-2 tie.
Part of the transition from last year to this year has
been uncertainty about positioning. After five regular
season contests, Berson is closer to knowing who
belongs where.
“We’re really closing in now on the guys that can

contribute,” Berson said. “I’m pleased to say that
number is significant. Our younger players have
stepped up and really contributed. The first goal
against Bradley was Trevor Hubbard, who played
the ball up to Emmett Lunceford, who crossed it in
to J.P. Rafferty, so that was sophomore to freshman
to sophomore on the fi nish. That was an absolutely
tremendous goal. A lot of our players now have stepped
up and they’ve learned and they’ve contributed. I think
it’s going to be very important for this team going
forward.”
Though the most challenging part of the schedule
might be behind them, the Gamecocks will face a
streaking Brown squad that enters the matchup with a
three-game winning streak. USC lost to the Bears in
the Brown Soccer Classic last season.
High Point enters the game having lost two straight,
but the Gamecocks face the task of shutting down
sophomore Alex Martinez , a former teammate of
USC senior Vance Benson. Martinez has two goals
in consecutive games, leading the team in goals and
points.
And while the most challenging part of the season
might be in the past, the lessons learned should
continue to follow the Gamecocks for the remainder
of the season.
“I don’t think there’s any question that the environment
in which we played these games, the tough crowds we
played in front of and the travel we’ve had has made
this team much better, “ Berson said. “We hope that
that’s going to pay dividends for us.”
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South Carolina’s men’s soccer team will look to bounce
back this weekend after a slow start to the season.

